mycin and iyomycin, the cytochemical actions of cyclophosphamide, hydroxyurea and other antimetabolites. There are reports on arterial infusion chemotherapy of malignant melanoma, intracranial tumours and gastrointestinal neoplasms. New Chemotherapeutic Drugs is concerned mainly with the new penicillins, semisynthetic rifamycins, new thiosemicarbazones, pyrimidine derivatives and nalidixic acid.
There are shorter sections on the chemotherapy of tropical diseases, and on chemoprophylaxis and chemotherapy by ionizing radiations.
The Chemotherapy of Autoimmune Diseases is chiefly devoted to the role of steroid hormones and of various antimetabolites in the treatment of autoimmune hemolytic anemia and thrombocytopenia, systemic lupus erythematosus, and the nephrotic syndromes.
The section on pharmacokinetics contains interesting studies with an analogue computer of complex pharmacokinetic models.
These extensive proceedings cannot be reviewed in detail. For the clinician and the microbiologist they are an invaluable guide to many aspects of current research into the control of infection and of neoplasia.
A G SPENCER The Encycloptedia of General Practice edited by G F Abercrombie VRD MA MD and R M S McConaghey MD Volume 5 -Poisoning to Skin ppxi+514 £45s London: Butterworths 1964 Four subjects in this volume are of particular importance to the general practitioner. The article on poisoning by Allan Birch is written in the same easy style as his book 'Emergencies in Medical Practice'. Because of his practical approach it supplies a need of the inexperienced practitioner for readily available information on a topic frequently altering and often difficult to remember.
Lindsey Batten has sound advice to give on the thorny problem of prognosis, which is an essential part of general practice. All doctors could read this article with advantage before starting clinical work.
A section on psychological medicine brings together a series of monographs on aspects of the subject met constantly by the family doctor. They are written from his point of view rather than from that of the psychiatrist; they are well worth reading by the young house officer and by the general practitioner.
A third of this volume is devoted to 'skin'. It is not clear why the information has been placed here rather than under 'dermatology', for which there is no entry. The articles are mostly concise, contain the more important detail on their problems and are full of small practical points useful to the general practitioner but difficult to find in textbooks.
T The text written in both French and English contains a succinct account of the minute morphology of the various lymph node cells as seen with the electron microscope. The authors' concept of the function, developmental capacity and interrelationship of these cells is a particularly stimulating feature.
In the second part of the book a wide selection of superbly reproduced electron micrographs of very high quality is presented. The captions are concise and together with the line drawings in the text make interpretation of the micrographs a comparatively straightforward matter, even for the beginner.
The book is a valuable contribution to knowledge about a confusing subject and will be particularly interesting to those concerned with normal and morbid histology, himatology and immunology. However, as the authors rightly stress, diagnosis of disorders of lymph nodes depends principally on a study of histological architecture and general cellular composition and pathologists must not expect electron microscopy to be of much practical help with the 'difficult lymph node'. On the other hand, electron microscopy has substantially extended knowledge about the varied cell types found in lymph nodes and this excellent book unquestionably adds to the significant contributions made by Maximow and other students of lymphatic tissue.
The substantial cost of this superbly produced book is understandable but unfortunate, particularly in view of the importance and fairly wide appeal of the subject. Your reviewer would like to encourage the authors and publishers to produce a much less costly version containing the text, perhaps slightly extended, together with the line drawings and a few plates. B M HERBERTSON Fundamentals ofRoentgenology by Lucy Frank Squire MD pp xv+ 363 illustrated £5 Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press 1964 London: Oxford University Press This book was written to provide a basis of X-ray interpretation for medical students and young doctors and should not be looked upon as a textt o )k of diagnostic radiology.
After a short introduction of basic physical and photographic principles in radiology there follow a number of chapters which provide a logical approach to X-ray interpretation. Individual organs, general medical syndromes and separate topographical areas are dealt with in a systematic way. Great stress is laid on the value and accuracy of radiological diagnosis, but at the same time the limitations of interpreting some pathological conditions are appreciated.
The book is profusely illustrated with very well chosen radiographs. The majority of them are excellently annotated but to stimulate the reader further there are a number of unknown radiographs interspersed throughout the text; the answer to these unknowns can be found in an appendix at the end of the book.
The book fills a gap in the radiological literature and will be of great value to undergraduate medical students in their clinical years.
The author and publishers are to be congratulated on the excellence oftheir reproductions. 
